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PRESIDENT FORD'S NEWS CONFERENCE 


ANRCR: VOA MEWS ANALYST RONALD -}. DUNLAVEY HAS THESF 
THOUGHTS APOUT THE NEWS CONFERENCE VELD FY PRESIDE!T FORD 
THURSDAY HIGHT: 
VOICE: PRESIDENT FORD'S NEWS CONFORE:CE THURSDAY IS BEING SEEN 
BY HOST OFSERVERS CHIEFLY IN RELATIO:W# TO THE PRESIDENTIAL 
ELECTION CAMPAIGH, ME HAD BEEN PEPEATEDLY ACCUSED BY HIS DEMOCRATIC 
OPPONENT, JIMI'Y CARTER, OF "HHIDING' IN THE HITE HOUSE, AND MANY 
PEOPLE SAW MR. FORD'S DECISIO! TO HOLD THE NEWS CONFERENCE 
AS AN ANSVYER TO THAT ACCUSATION, THE, TOO, THE NEWS CONFERENCE 
WAS CONCERNED MAINLY WITH ISSUES RELATING TO THE ELECTION: 
THE STATE OF THE NATIONAL ECONOMY, MR. FORD'S PERSONAL FINANCES, 
GOVERNOR CARTER'S CHARCES OF AMERICA’ WEAKNESS, AND THE PRESIDENT'S 
RECENT CONTROVERSIAL REMARID A2NUT SOVITT DOMINATION OF EASTERN 
EUROPE. MR. FORD ALSO GEMIED THAT HIS DECISION THIS WEEK TO 
MAKE NEY WEAPONS AVAILABLE TO ISRAEL ''AS DICTATED BY POLITICAL 
CONSIDERATIONS, AND HE EXPPEISED GRATIFICATION THAT THE GOVERNMENT 
SPECIAL PROSECUTOR'S OFFICE HAD CLEARED HIM OF CHARGES OF 
IRREGULARITICS IN THE USE OF CAMPAIG!: FUNDS, THERE AS LITTLE 
REFERENCE TO FOREIGN AFFAIRS, AND GOVERNOR CARTER'S NEY PROPOSAL 
FOR A SOVIET-AMERICA! FREEZE ON NUCLEAR MISSILES CAME TOO LATE 
FOR HENSMEN TO QUESTION THE PRESIDENT ABOUT IT. 

THE POLITICAL IMPACT OF THE NEWS CONFERENCE REMAINS TO CE 
MEASURED, MR, CARTER, ASKED FL. HIS REACTION, INDICATED THAT 
HE THOUGHT THAT THE NE''S CONFERENCE REDOQUNDED TO HIS ADVANTAGE, 
AND SAID THF PRESIDENT HAD HOT ANS‘'ERED PERTINENT QUESTIONS, 
ON THE OTHER HAND, SOME PRESS OBSERVERS THOUGHT MR. FORD SEEMED 


RELAXED, ARTICULATE AID WELL-PREPARED TO DEAL "'ITH THE QUESTIONS 
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HE WAS ASKED. SINCE THE CONFERENCE WAS NATIONALLY-TELEVISED, 
THERE WAS SOME THOUGHT THAT MR. CARTER MIGHT ASK FOR 
EQUAL TIME ON THE TELEVISION NETWORKS, SUT IT IS NOW REPORTED 
THAT MR. CARTER WILL INSTEAD MEET WITH NEWS REPORTERS OVER THE 
WEEKEND TO EXPRCSS HIS VIF''S ANN REACTIONS. IM ANY CASE, IT IS 
OBVIOUS THAT THE INSTITUTION OF THE NEWS CONFERENCE, NO LESS THAN 
THE SET SPEECH OR THE FORMAL DEBATE, CAN NE AN IMPORTANT WAY FOR 
THE CANDIDATES TO COMMUNICATE WITH THE VOTERS. 

MR. FORD DID SAY ONE THING THURSDAY NIGHT WITH “HICH HE MAY 
WELL FIND WIDESPREAD AGREENEIiT, HE SUGGESTED THAT THE TIME 
HAD COME TO ELEVATE THE PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION CAMPAIGN TO THE 
POINT WHERE IT COULD CONCENTRATE OH “SERIOUS ISSUES" RATHER 
THAN BEING "MIRED IN QUESTIONS THAT HAVE LITTLE 2EARI=G UPON 
THE FUTURE OF THIS NATION." HE WAS TOUCHING HERE ON ONE OF THE 
MOST WIDESPREAD CRITICISNS OF THIS CAMPAIG™, AND t'ITTH ELECTION 
DAY LESS THAN THREE WEEKS OFF HOST AMERICANS WOULD PROBABLY 
AGREE THAT THE TIME HAS COME TO PAY LESS ATTENTION TO PERSONALI- 
TIES AND MORE TO THE EASIC ISSUES. 
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